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ASIAN BUSINESS COUNCIL 

Statement by Minister for Asian Engagement 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Asian Engagement) [9.16 am]: It is with great pleasure 
that I advise the house that I will be attending the inaugural Asian Business Council workshop on Friday, 
12 October 2018. In 2017–18, around 90 per cent of Western Australia’s merchandise exports were to Asia and 
nine of the state’s top 10 export markets were also in Asia. Within our generation, the key Asian markets of China, 
India and Indonesia, backed up by the growing Association of South-East Asian Nations markets, will dominate 
the global economy. Western Australia needs to prepare for this significant change. Our multibillion-dollar trade 
relationships with Asia should not provide any reason for complacency or assumptions that Western Australia will 
always be relevant in Asia. In order to succeed, the state government will support Western Australian businesses 
to compete energetically in the world’s fastest growing and most dynamic economic region. Western Australia’s 
Asian business councils are perfectly positioned to support companies to succeed in Asia through their market 
intelligence, business networks and cultural knowledge. The Asian business councils are representative of the 
importance of the diaspora communities in Western Australia, which I believe will play their role in securing the 
economic prosperity of the state. The state government is looking for Asian business councils to leverage our 
economic opportunities and advance our trade and investment outcomes across Asia to even greater levels. At the 
forum, Asian business councils will be shaping a strategy for how they will work across business and government, 
how they can support the diversification of the state’s economy and how they can generate more jobs for 
Western Australians. I am strongly committed to Western Australia’s Asian business councils. I acknowledge 
their important role and look forward to supporting their contribution to job creation, trade, investment and the 
diversification of the State’s economy. 
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